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Birth of the NVRHA

Donna Stewart

Therefs a new baby in thedf ami hor se 5 0
and what a baby! The labor was long and sometimes

painful but the delivery was much anticipated, joyous, &
and welcomed by the ranch horse community. Everyone
say hello to the long -awaited National Versatility Ranch

Horse Association!

Founded in December 2007, off and running in 2008,
NVRHA is looking ahead to a big future. With focus on
the amateur use of the American Ranch Horse, perform-
ing the events established by the AQHA, this new asso-

ciationds primary goal is t s
amateur rider can have fun while gaining ranch horse Ranch Horse Country
knowledge. Yee haw! At long last there is a venue for
those who want to enjoy their horses, meet new friends with similar interests, and reconnect
with the original idea of the Ranch Horse.
The NVRHA will promote and advance the all-around stock horse of all breeds. You will hear the
word 6Legendd used, and what it means here i $
work. The 6Legendd possesses the principle deg¢s
anced body form, a good mind, and athletic ability. Excellence will be promoted in all areas of
ranch work dranch riding, trail, reining, roping, and cutting. Ranch conformation will be evalu-
ated based on the strong belief in 6Form to Fu
This baby is growing by leaps and bounds, so come get acquainteddand get ready |t
Legend®

Mission and Vision

Donna Stewart

You dondét have to know Dave Currin |long to rea
while for most of wus visions for new ideas don
the NVRHA has jumped the fence and run down th
of the confines of Colorado, NVRHA has members and planned events in Kansas, New Mexico, and
Okl ahoma, and that is just the beginning. Thos

a phone call saying he has a circuit planned in the Ukraine djust buy your ticket because you

(Continued on page 2)



PAGE 2

.to facilitate

nd promote
novice and
: mateur events
in an atmosphere
of fun and

¢ learning...

Dave Currin on his mare,
Docs Second Best, was
Division 1 Runner -up
Champ at the Colorado
State VRH Championship
in 2007.
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(Continued from page 1)

know ités gonna happen!

The Mission statement of the NVRHA: To facilitate and promote novice and amateur
events in an atmosphere of fun and learning, while striving to revive the foundations of
Ranch Horse utilization. Toward this mission the NVRHA will create and foster a strong
link with the breed associations, professional horsemen, and the larger ranching com-
munity.

This mission statement, built on the reputation of versatility ranch horse being a fun,
exciting, and educational means to advance ranch related horsemanship skills, derives
from the original vision for the program. The vision further expands to include develop-
ing a strong tie to the ranching culture. This relationship with ranches and professional
horsemen allows NVRHA members the opportunity to utilize a wealth of resources while
also providing a venue for marketing horse -related products and services. NVRHA will
further dovetail with other organizations to focus on the development of the all  -around
horse at a multitude of levels. The vision endorses the NVRHA to expand via state and
regional affiliates that will decentralize to allow for more efficient and flexible hosting

of events. Included in the vision is the development of a youth program with similar
goals for fun and learning in a safe environment.

So there you have it, a broad reaching vision supporting a noble mission. Saddle up.

Message from the President !

Dave Currin |

jAs | visit with Ranch Horse enthusiasts, |
. would take hours to give a complete answer; here is the highly condensed version. Few |
wi || deny the horse worlddés rage and infa

the event ds de galléeeels offridetsiare jumpegdn thg band wagon as
evidenced by the large success of the RMQHA program over the last five years. The
need for a National Ranch Horse program to serve the needs of the open amateur rider
and provide a o0leg up6 to riders interes
thus the formation of the National Versatility Ranch Horse Association.

During the last half of 2007, the concept matured built around some important corner-
stones. First, the new NVRHA would be based on three fundamental goals devents
which centered on having genuine fun, activities which focused on education

(improving the skill of both horse and rider), and a program which promoted the all -
around stock horse. The NVRHA chose the AQHA rules as the guidepost for the new or-
ganization. The founders were convinced that these cornerstones would lead to a

bright future.

The enthusiasm of those involved in the formation of the NVRHA and the experience
gained through six years of executing the RMQHA program, permitted a very rapid spin
up. As a result, we were able to introduce the NVRHA to Ranch Horse enthusiasts at
the first AQHA Ranch Horse World Show at the National Western Stock Show. This op-
portunity gave us instant name recognition.

A huge effort was put forth by organizers to offer a menu of Ranch Horse activities in
2008 that would fully meet the needs and desires of our membership. At this point, we
have twenty -three events on the calendar with others in the planning stage (14 within
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! Colorado and 9 in surrounding states). We have a major expansion program underway, which could double our out -of
I-st ate events by yeards end.

" New Mexico is the most active state (after Colorado) with five events on the calendar for 2008. They could very well
I reach affiliate status in 2009. Kansas, Oklahoma, and Arizona have 2007 events scheduled with other events being
* planned in California, Florida and the upper Mid -west.

. The Colorado State Fair Championship Series rules have been adjusted to accommodate both NVRHA and RMQHA

| open competition qualifiers. Any open Ranch Horse NVRHA or RMVRHA event held prior to Aug. 1, 2008 in Colorado,
. Wyoming, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, and Utah may be used. NVRHA has ten events at which a rider
| may qualify. (See www. NVRHA.org)

" The NVRHA Youth program from both Colorado and New Mexico offers the potential for youth divisions at many

| events. A Ranch Horse Youth Benefit will be held in Parker, Co. in July and no doubt will draw youth from Colorado
and surrounding states. The event, called 0The Legend
| open adult participants.

Many new rules and concepts have been adopted by NVRHA as we keep pace with increased Ranch Horse patrticipa-
_tion. As an example, participants will be placed in Divisions (novice, intermediate, advanced and youth) based upon
their past handicap scores. They will compete in these divisions at competitions and be eligible for division year end
awards. The criteria for level of achievement awards (Ranch Horse Champions, Supreme Champions, and Perform-
ance Champions) will essentially stay the same as in past years. Points and awards from the RMQHA program (2007
and before) will be grand -fathered into NVRHA at the exhibitors request.

| All NVRHA activities for the year will culminate in the National Versatility Ranch Horse National Finals at the Norris -

= Penrose Event Center in Colorado Springs in late September. Approved Breed Ranch Horse events plus an Open Year-
| ling Ranch Horse Futurity are planned on Friday and Open Amateur Competitions (all four divisions) will be held on
.Saturday and Sunday. On Sunday afternoon, an 00pen to
| being planned.

Many ask, OHow is NVRHA getting all/l o ffabulohsi dedicaten anel capatle y
people MAKING IT HAPPEM HUGE THANKS tall of these very, very special people . Future Focus will be to make
each and every event SPECIAL! Our priority will be Fun, Fun, and More Fun as we
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Visit our website at

www.nvrha.org
For the latest up to date informatio
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Youth can at-
tend some
NVRHA clinics
at a reduced
cost...

i NVRHA has
 events
gscheduled in five

states, and

Youth Round -up

. Hi, my name is Selena Giers. | am on

the NVRHA Youth Advisory committee
along with Mitch Guerrieri and my dad
Pete Giers. | am also a youth competi-

- tor.

. Youth competition and clinics are a pri-

ority with the NVRHA which makes be-
ing part of this group so exciting. There
will be a Youth division offered at all
NVRHA contests as long as there are at
least 4 participants entered. In contests
that have less than four entries, the
youth will compete in a division based
on their skill level for daily awards. All
points earned will count for year end
Youth awards.

This year we are going to do something
a little different for youth classes. One
of the changes is in the Youth Confor-
mation class. This class will be judged
on the Youtho6s abi
horse and not the
conformation. There will be no head to

tail line in the Youth or Novice division,
but outstanding horses may be brought
out as the overall conformation plac-
ers. The next change is that a break-
away rope is going to be allowed when
roping. The final exciting thing is that
Youth will be allowed to attend some
of the clinics at a reduced cost. At this
time the events are The Legend Maker,
held at the Colorado Horse Park in
Parker Colorado, and both events at
the T-Cross Ranch in Colorado Springs.
There will be top -notch clinicians at alll
events. Youth attending the Legend
Maker will be qualified for the State
Fair contest where both Rocky Moun-
tain and NVRHA will compete together.
I hope that | see you at the upcoming
shows. If you would like to contact me
and ask any questions | would love to
hear from you. My email address is:

| iSﬁ%hor?egder@Qo!.ggmt heir

h o hopetyBushavk & dielat\sHo $edsbn!

By Selena Giers

gevents being

NVRHA Expansi on

Dave Currin

éscheduled in

00000000 cccccccoy

: four others...

: The popularity of Ranch Horse was well demonstrated at the AQHA World Show at
- the 2008 National Western Stock Show where 2,500 Ranch Horse admirers lined

- _— : the stands observing the event. The complexity of the event has built a barrier to
cparticipation. The NVRHA®6s goal is to :elin
. Horse experience of fun and adventure within the reach of even the most novice
‘beginner. NVRHA®s clinic and schooling con
Eremoving this barrier. Novice riders, fgivi
rapidly developing the skills needed to enjoy the event.
Sharing this enjoyment of ORiding he

. is a major goal of NVRHA. Expansion will provide the opportunity to enhance Re-
- gional and National Events allowing them to be very special for all levels of riders.
: The NVRHA Expansion concept has evolved over the last several years and has
e . proved very successful.

- 2 e
.. ~ CRogerL. Johnson #h0312
e | e i -

The New Mexico model is three years along and participation by excited
. riders is growing throughout the state. In two years, events have expanded from
: the Piojo Ranch in Watrous (Northern New Mexico) to the Armstrong Equine Facil-

.
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NVRHA RUNDOWN
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: ity near El Paso with a total of five events scheduled for 2008 including an AQHA approved event

: Her e 6 s h o imheifitst stepasrtckfiad a person, a ranch, or an organization willing to be the on  -site

: point of contact. The NVRHA assigns a seasoned event organizer to work with the Key On-Site Manager during the

. Planning Phase. All the details are attended to by the newly formed team fifacility, cattle, clinicians, budget, adver-
‘tising, etc. The NVRHA sends the organizer to the evenmnt t
- the launch point for future expansion in the state or region. After four or five successful events are held, a nucleus

. leadership group emerges which organizes and then becoming an Affiliate of NVRHA. They run their own shows from ¢

: that point forward with NVRHA help when requested.

: To Date: NVRHA has events scheduled in five states and events being scheduled in four others (see attached
: chart). As many as twenty three events are planned (excluding the eight events scheduled in Colorado), and the list
- is growing. If you are interested, in being a part of this exciting explosion, contact: Dave Currin at (719) 481  -9311.

.
I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.l.l.I.I.l.l.I.I.l.l.I.I.I.I.I.I.l.l.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I‘
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EXPANSION
NVRHA EVENTS CURRENT STATUS
Excludes Colorado Events through 8/2008

LEGEND
NV o v
Q Scheduled Events o
O Currently Being Scheduled 2008
A Target SUMMARY
Like Colored Areas are Emphasis 10 Scheduled Events

Areas (1 - 4 States) 5 Currently Being Scheduled

8 Targeted
23 Total Events
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As we drove through the Sequoia Cactus
of the high mountain New Mexico deserts,

we began to wonder 0
way down here?déd But
t he Ri o Grande Ri ver

gated bottom with wide expanses of pe-
can groves. The Armstrong Equine Facility

in La Mesa, New Mexico was a perfect site
for a Ranch Horse eventfigreat facilities
and friendly people. The first NVRHA
ONew Startdé Ranch Hor
to begin. The
right at home as we unloaded and began
meeting a whole new crop of Ranch Horse
enthusiasts. What a thrilll From Ranch
Horse Champions and seasoned riders to
horses which had never been asked to
work a cow with rider

A participant works the
Ranch Trail at the Rio
Grande NVRHA event. A
great facility and excellent
clinicians made it a learn-
ing experience for all.

ryone was warmed up and ready to go &
not one straggler! The twenty riders were
divided between two arenas of mixed rid-
ing skills. Jay Henson instructed cutting,
working cow-horse, and roping while Josh
Armstrong, a renowned Horseman, in-
structed reining and horsemanship. In a
third arena, Gina Henson pulled riders
from the clinics on -by-one and gave them
individual instruction on riding and trail.
Dave Currin assembled small groups of
new riders for an overview of Ranch
Horse rules, NVRHA information, and
guestion/ answer sessi
all riders had a through Ranch Horse in-
doctrination.

riders had a :

: indoctrination...

Dave welcomes
participants and
clinicians at the
New Mexico Kick

Off Event.

From left A Gina

Henson,
Jay Henson,

Bill Cantrell, and
Liz Ashley.

NVRHA RUNDOWN

New Mexico Grand KickOff to NVRHA Season

As the sun set over the beautiful
gged mountain peaks to the west, we all

tholed bt f6rite 9oRdl PeStaurant
dnl & Roupl Bf nfled ta\ﬁg% &n enjoyed
thel ToA-ek ¥ufbife ahdUord] tedrs flor -
the bar. Family and friends joined in to
make the evening very special!

The next morning we did not have
one rider Oabandon sh
theé peHoynfafcé powienSof thd sthbbling

AT ms t r aondliton. Twd GrénasUare rurtcricur-

rently i Ranch Cutting in arena one and
Ranch Riding in arena two. Working Ranch
Horse and Trail were completed in a simi-
lar fashion. By about one -thirty PM, nine-
teen horses had completed all the events.
Ridefs p&fdtmitigthe tevefts, Brae Girbt

Horse adventured. Butgmd Refelcoadhéddthrofyhi th€jddged
commongoaléLet 6s get on with the fun!
During the compet.i
On early Saturday morning, eve- of the dayé Jennifer

New Mexico tabulated all the scores and
within thirty minutes after the last run of
the day & we were ready to announce the
winners.

Division winners were Heath White
(Edgewood, N.M.), Bill Cantrell (Clayton,
N.M.), and Michael White (Edgewood N.M.).
Runner Up Division Winners were Deb
Benenson (Santa Fe, N.M.), CeCe Cham-
bless (Santa Fe, N.M.), and Rachel
McReynolds (La Mesa, N.M.). Division Third
Place overall winners were Michelle DeCan-
ditin s (Albuggigrqued aN/Mi)s Bikk nVidhite
(Edgewood, N. M.), and Jeff Ellis (Tularosa,
N.M.). Awards were presented on the Arm-
strong residence patiofia beautiful setting
bordering the run of
stallion dVon Reminic.

Within less than one week after the
event, the New Mexico contingent had or-
ganized and scheduled two additional New
Mexico Ranch Horse Events for 2008 (see
www.nvrha.org for details). This event was
the initial spark of the NVRHA wildfire that
is beginning to spread across the country.
Thank You New Mexico
Way! 6



